
 

 

 

 

Mrs Frost’s Message: 

A warm welcome to all our returning families and the many new ones. I hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful summer 

break and that your time with RBG will be inspiring and exciting. 

The concert last year was just magnificent and I was very proud of every dancer for their lovely performances. Shows 

like ours cannot be successful without the input of many, many parents and helpers and so a huge thank you to 

everyone who assisted with costumes, sets, stage crew, lighting and technical crew, dressing room helpers and make up 

people. Also the committee and helpers who manned the tables front of house, and above all, our wonderful teachers. 

 

The new concert information format seemed to work much better and we had 100% attendance with no issues at every 

show and the big combined rehearsals were also very well attended. For this reason the entire show came together 

remarkably smoothly and the dancers from kinders to seniors performed confidently – producing a spectacular show. 

It was sad to farewell 2 more staff members.  Firstly Miss Sarah. Her passion for character dance contributed so much to 

the school and the students touched by her were very lucky and should treasure what they have learned and build on it 

now with their new teacher. I wish you happiness, and hope we will occasionally enjoy a visit. We also said farewell 

Kellie Berwick our Pilates teacher who is studying this year and could not devote the time needed to continuing her 

classes with us. I know the students will miss her input and want to thank her for her for all she did with them. 

We welcome Miss Peggy Kuhlawec to our staff to replace Sarah and Kellie and hope she will enjoy her time with us. 

Over the holidays the long needed total clean out of the roof storage space happened. This was a massive task and a hot 

and dirty one as it occurred during the really hot days in mid December and early January. It was amazing to see this 

space completely empty – I have been here 25 years and never seen it like this! All the costumes and props were sorted 

– much was tossed out as no longer usable then the rest was carefully catalogued and returned, in much better order, 

to the space. It is now almost a pleasure to go up there   Many thanks to those who gave up their free time to help us. 

Through January 7 of our senior students –Jessi Goodall, Eliza Mignot,  Holly Eckley, Amy Wallace, Choe Eckley, 

Stephanie and her sister Katie Little-Hales worked with Miss Halina Craig  (a senior SFD classical examiner)and myself 

(also a classical examiner) to learn the new Elementary exam syllabus for filming on 7 February. These 7 dancers were 

amazing as they learned the entire long syllabus in just a few days and danced it with such beautiful style and technique 

for the filming. You were excellent representatives of RBG and thank you all and Mr Chris who  danced  the boys 

exercises. 

On Australia Day I had the huge honour to be counted amongst 13 

other nominees for Maroondah Citizen of the Year Award. The 

ceremony took place on a perfect day at Ringwood Lake. It was a 

testimony to the community spirit within our city that so many were 

nominated – and I was amazed at the work these people do! Thank you 

to Cathy Davidson and the committee for nominating me for the work 

done to prepare for the Disney trip and the hours I volunteer to making 

costumes etc. 
 

Enrolment day was busy as always and lovely to see so many returning families and to meet so many new ones. Many 

classes are at or over capacity and can no longer accept enrolments into them – they include: 

CLASSICAL levels: 2 Wednesday – 3 Tuesday and Saturday – 5 Wednesday and Friday – SFD 6 Monday and Saturday – 

RAD Intermediate Monday and Wednesday – Repertoire Saturday – Senior open class Saturday – Advanced Pointe 

Saturday – Intermediate pointe Monday – Conditioning/stretch and strength Thursday and Jazz 5. 
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Very limited spots still available in the following classes so anyone wishing to enrol or with a friend wishing to join get in 

really fast! They are: Senior Acro Thursday  – Classical 1 Saturday – Classical 2 Saturday – Classical 4 Monday and 

Saturday – RAD grade 6 Saturday – RAD grade 7 Thursday – Inter Foundation Monday and Wednesday – Pre Primary 

Tuesday – Senior Open class Tuesday – Intermediate Contemporary -  Jazz levels 2-3-6-7 and 8 – Kinder Saturday – 

Pilates both intermediate and senior classes – and Tap levels 3 and 5. 

There is however need to build numbers in the Tuesday kinder, Saturday pre primary and level 1Tuesday classes so 

consider bringing a friend along to try out  

Once the year starts it soon becomes very busy. Our first performance of the year (March 20)  will be DCI (Dance cancer 

Initiative) now in its 10th year raising enormous amounts of money for the search for a cure for cancer. RBG has been a 

part of this since its inception in 2007. With just 5 weeks to go a group of seniors has begun learning a totally new piece 

for the show – this will also be televised later in the year on Foxtel. 

Next in April (17) is the SFD concert and we will be presenting a new classical item with the Grade6P class and  the 

fabulous senior tap item from last year “I’ve got Rhythm”. 

RAD Vocational levels heading towards their exams in June will soon receive information about the RAD Autumn school 

– we strongly recommend attendance if at all possible to fine tune the work and hear exactly what is expected from an 

examiners point of view. 

The SFD also run masterclasses with examiners during May, for their classical, jazz and tap levels from level 3 up. Once 

again we really strongly recommend students attend. We hope this year with much lower exam fees for the juniors that 

as many as possible will attend and also take their exams. Exams are a part of dance training just as Karate gradings are 

a part of karate, and music exams a part of the study of an instrument. Moving into a higher more demanding level 

requires that the students are competent in the current level and this is best determined via exams where the work 

learned can be objectively marked and graded. 

Finally I wish students Gabrielle Leacy, Courtney Stelfox and Maddie Magetti “chookas” as they enter full time training 

(Gabrielle and Courtney at Ministry of Dance and Maddie with Kellie Aykers). This is hugely exciting and I look forward 

to updates from each of you as you progress through your courses. 

Warm regards 

Mrs Frost 

 

President’s Message: 

A new year is under way and I’d like to say welcome to all those who have just joined our community and welcome back 

to all those returning. 

The Concert was once again a wonderful end to the year and each performance of the Nutcracker was a credit to all 

those involved. I must also congratulate our junior dancers who performed so beautifully in under the sea. 

Congratulations to everyone for their efforts - from the Artistic Director, Rosemary Frost and her team of hard working 

teachers, to all those dancers involved , right through to all those parents who contributed in so many ways. 

The holiday break went quickly, but thankfully we had good support to get the studios tidied and ready for Enrolment 

Day and the start of the new year. A really big thank you to all those who gave up their time and came in to help we 

were able to get the roof emptied tidied and everything put back up in time for Enrolment Day. Enrolment Day, for the 

most part, once again ran smoothly – improvements can still be made and we have already looked at ways to making 

the process run more efficiently next year. 

Communication plays an important part of the way we function and as such I urge everyone to carefully read the 

information that is sent out during the year. Information flowing in the other direction is equally important ‘Advanced 

Notice of Class Absence’ form should be used whenever you are able to give advanced notice of any absences from class 

(eg school activities, family functions, holidays, procedures &etc). This will help us make sure all staff, on all days are 

aware of your child’s absence and the reason for that absence. For all other absences you should notify as normal – to 

the teacher in person or by calling the office and leaving full details of class/teachers/times and the reason for the 

absence. 

The next date of note for most is Wednesday March 23rd - the Annual General Meeting. Apart from the presentation of 

annual reports, the most important aspect of the evening is the election of the new committee. The committee are all 



volunteers and look after the ‘management’ side of the school while supporting the Artistic Director and teachers as 

they concentrate on ‘all matters dancing’. Joining the committee means making a commitment to do that ‘little bit 

extra’ - there is always something to do for most of the year, but it is even busier around Presentation Evening and in 

the lead up to the Concert. If you do feel like joining have a chat to any of the current committee - nomination forms 

can be found at the end of this newsletter and will be available in the foyer. 

The AGM is open to all members (as are all committee meetings) and is usually fairly brief but includes the 

announcement by the Artistic Director, of the feature ballet for the Concert! If you are thinking of coming along, please 

indicate your intention using the reply slip at the end of the newsletter – this is purely to allow us to provide adequate 

‘supper’ at the end of the meeting and perhaps organise a few more chairs! 

This is a special year for Ringwood Ballet as we celebrate our 55th anniversary. As we move into that familiar routine, let 

me wish all the best to everyone and hope this will be another enjoyable and successful year for you and your children. 

Regards, 

Cathy Davidson president@ringwoodballet.org.au 

 

Free Community Matinee – Nutcracker 
Last year we were successful in applying for a grant from the Maroondah City Council to be able 
to provide our Matinee production of The Nutcracker, for free, to groups in our community who 

would not normally be able to attend such events. The free community matinee was a huge 
success and was fully booked out! We hope to be able to do this again this year, and are also 

applying for a grant via the Maroondah Leader for $1000 to be able to provide a free morning tea 
prior to the performance to make it an even more memorable event. So stay tuned and if you see 

us in the Maroondah Leader please VOTE FOR US! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invoices 
Please note that Term 2 invoices will be sent to all families in week 6 this term, and will include the 
fundraising levy (for those families who choose this option and have not yet been invoiced) as well as 
the new Working Bee levy. 
The Ringwood Ballet Group is a community group which requires assistance towards the running of 
the school. Due to poor assistance in past years, a $50 levy will be charged from this year in Term 2 
to all families. The $50 levy will be reimbursed to any family that provides at least 4 hours of 
assistance in one or more of the following areas: 
* Serving on committee 
* Saturday morning duty 
* Mid-year clean up before exams 
* Sewing working bee 
* Painting of concert backdrops or building scenery 
* Concert helpers 
* BBQ concert helper 
A list will be collated by committee members, and families reimbursed as the assistance is provided. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF FOR 2016 
Rosemary Frost –Artistic Director 

Susan Massey – Senior classical teacher and coach 

Janine Box – Classical Teacher 

Wendy Dalton – senior Tap teacher 

Ashlee Furness - senior jazz teacher 

Beth Wentworth – Classical, tap and jazz teacher 

Chris Ead – Classical and Contemporary teacher 

Kathryn Noble – Jazz teacher 

Penny Gibson - junior classical teacher 

Peggy Kuhlawec – Character and Pilates teacher 

 

GROOMING 

Dance is a physical pursuit and 
grooming is vital for teachers to 
see what the muscles are doing 

and for safety reasons. We require 
students to wear well fitted correct 

uniform and for girls hair to be 
neatly secured in a BUN – hair out 
and pony tails are NOT acceptable 

hair 

styles for class. Please ensure your 
daughters hair is correctly 

groomed or provide LARGE 
STRONG Hair pins (French pins) 
not bobby pins and not the fine 
fringe pins and a hair elastic and 
we will endeavour to get either 

another parent, senior student or 
teacher to help. 

Leotard and tights/socks with no 
baggy outerwear are essential for 
correct training and must be worn 
in all classes. HOWEVER where a 
student moves between styles in 
consecutive classes there is NO 

NEED to change leotards and 
tights – the correct footwear must 
be worn but it is fine to wear a jazz 
leotard in ballet or a ballet leotard 

in jazz/tap if there is no break 
between classes or it is otherwise 
impractical to change. Jazz shorts 
and tap skits may NOT be worn in 
a ballet class. These are quick and 

easy to put on or take off. 

Correct uniform MUST be worn for 
each style in exams, master 

classes and presentation work. 

In the senior school in particular 
personal hygiene is also of utmost 
importance – it is very hot and hard 

work means sweaty bodies – 
pleases apply anti-perspirant 

deodorants and keep footwear 
clean allowing shoes to dry out 

and air after wearing. 

  



Fundraising 
Big thankyou to all families and friends who purchased items during concert time, 

participated in photo day or any other fundraising event! We raised $1726.50 in total 
from our concert fundraising items, which included the sale of calendars, roses, 

programmes and the raffle. This money goes towards offsetting the costs associated 
in putting together such a wonderful production each year. 

Ballet Photo Day The ballet school received $320 from the Photo day which was held 
at the community centre at the end of last year. The day ran really well and we plan 

on doing it again this year. We also raised $267.70 from selling old competition 
costumes on enrolment day. 

Both of these funds will be going towards our next project the RBG Redevelopment 
Fund! 

Overview of fundraising activities for the year:  
Term 1 “Giving is Living” – see details further on 
Term 2 Cadbury Chocolates are back and coming to you late May 2016!  
Term 4  Social event of the year “RBG 55th Anniversary Gala Dance” 

Bendigo Bank BBQ at East Ringwood Market: Saturday 1st October 2016 
  Concert fundraising 
 

Giving is Living 
Some of Maroondah's generous businesses are helping us raise money for the RBG 

Redevelopment Fund.  
For only $15, you can purchase a Giving Is Living 4 x Feel Good Local voucher. This includes 

great feel good treats from our local businesses. 
What you get: 

* One Big Mates Large Traditional or Gourmet Pizza up to $15 value, 
* One entry ticket to Croydon Cinema worth $12.50, 

* One regular coffee from Lower Deck Cafe worth $3.50, and 
* One entry ticket to Ramp It Skate Park worth $15! 

That's $46 worth of value for only $15! 
An order form will be sent out to all families to be filled in and returned with your money. The 

orders will then be collated and vouchers distributed. For further information about this 
fundraising please contact Eleanor Moody on 0421 733 318 or email her at 

eleanor@waterproofingsolutions.com.au 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grants 
Bendigo Bank Grant 

Big thankyou to Bendigo Bank once again for their 
assistance and generosity!  Late last year our group 

was lucky enough to receive a $1000 grant for a new 
computer in the office.  This will greatly assist the 
volunteers and office helpers in the running of our 

school.  The new computer has its own email 
address so if there are any questions or queries, or 
you are running late, feel free to send an email to 

office@ringwoodballet.org.au.  This address will be 
checked daily.  Also, if you, your friends or family are 
looking for a new bank, please consider the Bendigo 

Bank and mention the Ringwood Ballet Group!  
Support the bank that supports us. 
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RBG Redevelopment Fundraising Subcommittee 
We were very excited to receive news last week from our local councillor Mary-Anne 
Lowe on behalf of Maroondah Council that money has been allocated in the 2016/17 
budget for a redevelopment of the ballet studios at Bedford Park. At this stage we are 
finalising concept plans for the redevelopment and also looking to external sources to 

raise the funds as the extension will cost over $300,000. The extension options 
include foyer/kitchen/reception upgrades, extensions to dressing rooms, addition of 

a boys dressing room, new toilets and to make the building more accessible. We need 
you! Please help us in raising funds so that all students can benefit from this fabulous 
opportunity. We have a target of $35,000 to achieve and have already come up with 
some fantastic ideas for fundraising. Please let us know if you have any more ideas, 
know of any companies that may wish to provide support or if you wish to join the 

redevelopment fundraising subcommittee. See our sponsor page for organisations 
who have already committed to helping us! 

If anyone wishes to donate directly to the building fund the bank details are: 

RBG Redevelopment Fund 

BSB: 633 000 

Acc: 153306022 

If you are interested in joining either the RBG Committee or Fundraising subcommittee 
please consider coming along to our AGM on Wednesday 23rd March, alternatively 

you can contact Carolyn Callanan on 0413 306 386 or email 
carolyncallanan@hotmail.com, or Eleanor Moody on 0421 733 318 or email 

Eleanor@waterproofingsolutions.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPONSORSHIP PAGE 
We would like to thank the following organisations for their generosity and support towards the 

redevelopment of the Ringwood Ballet Group studios: 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOLD SPONSOR 

 

 

 

Interested in becoming a sponsor? Please contact Eleanor Moody on 0421 733 318 or email her at 

Eleanor@waterproofing solutions.com.au 



IMPORTANT DATES 2016 
March 

Monday 14th - Labour Day - NO CLASSES 
Sunday 20th - DCI Performance  
Friday 18th - Thursday 24th - OPEN WEEK  
Thursday 24th March - End of Term 1 
Thursday 31st - SFD Comp Entries Close 

April 
TBC  (during holidays) - RAD Autumn School (Vocational Grades Only) 
TBC (during holidays) - SFD Teaching Certificate Course 
Monday 11th - Start of Term 2 
Sunday 17th - SFD Combined Concert 
Monday 25th - Anzac Day (NO CLASSES) 

May  
Sunday 15th - SFD Classical Masterclasses 
Sunday 22nd - SFD Jazz Masterclasses 
Sunday 29th - SFD Tap Masterclasses 
Monday 30th - RAD Vocational Exam Session 1 Starts 

June 
Monday 13th - Queens Birthday - Reduced timetable 
Sunday 19th (TBC) - Comp Dress Rehearsal 
Monday 20th Saturday 25th - OPEN WEEK 
Saturday 25th - Term 2 Ends 
Sunday 26th - Thursday 30th - SFD Comps  

July 
Friday 1st - Last day of SFD Comps 
Saturday 2nd - Sunday 3rd - Higher Grades Exam Preparation (RAD 6-7-8 and Jazz/Tap) 
Tuesday 5th -Wednesday 6th - Thursday 7th - All lower Grades Exam Preparation (SFD 1-6 and Jazz/Tap) 
Friday 8th - Saturday 9th - Sunday 10th - Mock Exams (Classical) 
Monday 11th -Start of Term 3 
Sunday 17th July (approx.) - Exam session commences  

August 
Sunday 7th (approx.)- Exam session ends  
Saturday 6th or Saturday 13th (TBC) - Senior Ballet Audition 

September  
Saturday 3rd Presentation Evening 
Saturday 17th - Last day term 3 
Saturday 17th - Friday 30th (TBC) - VPAC Competitions 

October 
Monday 3rd- Start of Term 4 
Sunday 16th - SFD Choreographic Comps 
Saturday 29th - NORMAL CLASSES 
Monday 31st - NO CLASSES 

November 
Tuesday 1st - Cup Day - NO CLASSES 
Sunday 6th - Concert Tickets go on Sale 
Saturday 12th - Last Saturday  of 'normal' classes 
Sunday 13th - Senior Ballet Combined Rehearsal 
Friday 18th - Last day of 'normal' classes 
 Saturday 19th -  Senior Ballet Combined Rehearsal 
Sunday 20th -  Senior Ballet Combined Rehearsal 
Monday 21st - Junior Ballet Combined Rehearsal 
Wednesday 23rd - Junior Ballet Combined Rehearsal 
Saturday 26th - Senior Ballet Combined Rehearsal 
Sunday 27th - Senior Ballet Combined Rehearsal 
Monday 28th - Junior Ballet Combined Rehearsal 
Wednesday 30th - Junior Ballet Combined Rehearsal 

December 
Saturday 3rd - Senior Ballet Combined Rehearsal 
Sunday 4th** - Full Dress Rehearsal (Community Centre) 
Monday 5th - Final Senior Open Class and Theatre Bump-in 
Tuesday 6th** -  Junior Ballet, Jazz/Tap FULL DRESS REHEARSAL at Karralyka Theatre 
Wednesday 7th** - Senior Ballet/Contemporary/Character Full Dress Rehearsal at Karralyka 
Thursday 8th - 11am Matinee - Senior Ballet only (Red Cast) 
Thursday 8th - 7pm Performance (Blue Cast) 
Friday 9th - 7pm Performance (Red Cast) 
Saturday 10th - 12.30pm  Performance (Blue Cast) 
Saturday 10th - 7pm Performance (Red Cast) 

**compulsory rehearsals
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Recognition in: 
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 Sponsor board in 
studios 

Logo in 
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Gala Dinner 
 

Advertising at all 
functions ie. 

Maroondah Festival, 

Presentation Night, 
Concerts 

Sponsor listing on 
table 
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invitation and 
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Gala Dinner 

 

PLATINUM 
$3000 + 
(limited to 4) 

 

3 yrs Large Logo 

 

Large logo 

   

GOLD 
$1000 

(limited to 10) 

 

2yrs Medium Logo - Medium Logo - - - 

SILVER 
$500 

(unlimited) 

1 yr Family/company 
name only 

- Family/company 
name only 

- - - 

 
 

Ringwood Ballet Group Redevelopment Fund 

Sponsorship Options 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 
 

I hereby nominate   X                                                                                      

as a candidate for election on the Ringwood Ballet Group Committee of Management. 
 

  X  President   X  Vice President   X  Treasurer   X  Secretary   X  General Member 

Name of Nominator   X                                                                              

 (being a member of that Incorporated Association) 

Signature of Nominator                                                                    X 

I consent to this nomination                                                                   X 

 (Signature of Nominee - being a member of that Incorporated Association) 
 

This form must be delivered to the Ringwood Ballet Group Committee of Management 
PRIOR to the start of the AGM – 8:30pm on Wednesday, 23rd March 2016. 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPLY SLIP 
 
 
To assist us with preparations for the Annual General Meeting or to apologise for non 
attendance, please indicate below (attendance or non attendance is in no way governed by 
completion or non-completion of this form): 
 
Name/s: ………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 
 
I/we wish to apologise for non attendance at the AGM  
on Wednesday 23rd March 2016 at 8:30pm       (   ) 
 
I/we are hoping to attend the AGM on Wednesday 23rd March 2016 at 8:30pm (   ) 
         number attending   (   ) 
 

 

 

 


